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MOTHER-PILLAR OF THE GEORGIAN SONG -
MARO TARKHNISHVILI (1891-1969)

In the Georgian musical folklore there was never drawn an impermeable barrier between the women’s
and men’s performance practices. The mixed practice of performance of folk songs is a proved fact, but
in view of the “sex restriction” (term coined by Edisher Garakanidze), spectrum of performance of the
Georgian women is respectively narrower in comparison with men. Though, the women’s repertoire is
neither restricted genre-wise nor so deprived of group songs. Most of these songs go back to the depth
of the ancient centuries and possess considerable artistic merits. Yet Georgian women did not sing only
women’s songs - they performed men’s repertoire at the concert stage with much success. Women used
to play important role in the performance practice of the authentic folklore and used to sing abreast with
men. For the first time in the history, women became a force that should be taken into account in 1910,
in Gori group, represented by Maro and Ekaterine Tarkhnishvilis. For the first time in the Georgian real-
ity, as well as in the history of performance of the Georgian folk songs on the stage, a woman became
the song conductor and in the group of seven members, two women, two sisters used to perform high-
pitched voices. At that moment Maro was nineteen and Ekaterine, thirty-two.

Maro Tarkhnishvili was born in 1891 in the village of Kavtiskhevi in Gori “mazra” (or “uyezd”,
which meant small administrative region in the Russian Empire of those times). She was the ninth and
youngest child of Estate Tarkhan-Mouravi. This surname (Tarkhan-Mouravi) stood out by their special
musical gift. Maro, too, was gifted by unordinary musical ear and unusually beautiful voice - velvety
contralto.

In the family of Maro’s father there used to gather frequently people of higher circles as well as fa-
mous performers of folk songs. When Maro was only four, in front of them once she performed one of
the folk songs without any faults. So she started, so she made her first steps and since then she never
parted from her beloved matter for almost seventy years. The people, villagers of Kavtiskhevi and near-
by villages, were her teachers. She learned “Kalospiruli”, “Orovela”, “Urmuli”’, mowing, reaping, maize
hoeing and many other kinds of work songs, and so she used to enrich her repertoire. The peasants were
charmed by the low and beautiful timber of the voice of the singing daughter of the nobleman as well as
by the special and original colours of her performance.

Maro performed publicly on village celebrations. She gathered her first group from boys and girls of
her age in Kavtiskhevi and her fellow villagers called their “concerts” — “Maro’s feasts” fondly. Upon
her marriage, still fourteen years of age, she gathered another group of young people in Akhalkalaki. Her
first real stage “baptism” occurred in Gori in 1910. The sisters earned soon their fame. Since 1917 Tarkh-
nishvilis sang in Tbilisi. Maro was going to form a Kartli-Kakhetian group and in 1919 she introduced
them to the stage of the Conservatoire. Together with Maro, her husband, Dimitri Tarkhan-Mouravi and
their children - Tamar and Vano used to sing.

Maro had one striving: to assimilate and to study as much of the whole bulk of the Georgian folk
songs as she could. Original, natural, folk-style - these were the features that attracted her. Singing was
her call and the aim of her life. There were no more or less important events in Georgia, that wouldn’t

be beautified by Maro’s voice then. She had travelled and performed at concerts throughout the whole

34



Georgia, in the large cities of the Soviet Union, in the soviet republics. Folk concerts were continued
in theatres, schools, gardens, clubs, and commercial and charity evenings. Maro’s ensemble, counting
seven members initially, turned into a group of thirty-five people. Mastership of the group used to grow
continuously and their repertoire used to get richer and richer. In 1927 at the first All-Republic Olympiad
Maro’s group became laureates. In 1933 many songs, performed by Maro Tarkhnishvili, were written
as gramophone records. In 1937 there was organized the 25 years jubilee of creative activities of the
sisters - Tarkhnishvilis. Maro was awarded the title of the Merited Public Figure of the Republic, and
Ekaterine, Merited Artist of the Republic. In 1956, on her 65" jubilee, Maro Tarkhnishvili became the
Public Artist of Georgia.

Maro Tarkhnishvili used to perform brilliantly popular samples of the city folklore, as well as the
charming tunes of ancient Thilisi with the accompaniment of the renown thari player, Bala Melikov.
Maro used to sing also Azerbaijanian, Armenian and Ossetia songs very sentimentally.

Georgia always knew the price of a good singer and song conductor, and such ones never lacked love
and respect. Yet it is rare for anyone to enjoy such popularity, honour and respect as Maro Tarkhnishvili
earned. The merited song conductor died in the age of 78. She was buried in Tbilisi, in Didube Pantheon
of Writers and Public Figures.
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diambegs kali mostatses,
kokhta, lamazi, tmiani,
djer isev gauphurchknavi,

otkhnatsnav, gishris tmiani.

iabo tskheni mohgvares,

mukhlamde phaphariani,
zed shesves kali mnatobi,
tan sitkva hkadres sviani.
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bardebshi mdjdomo khokhobo,

iremo kharistvalao.
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chavukhtet da chavukhtet baratashvilsa,
movtatsot da movtatsot, tsamovikvanot,
tval-zhuzhun da tval-zhuzhun tetri kalia,
mogvdevda da mogvdevda chveni sidedri,

nu mogvdev da nu mogvdev, chveno sidedro,

ar aris da ar aris sheni kalia.
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mash, gamardjveba, tkbilo sitsotskhlev!
ikavi chemtan shen ganukreli,
sinamdisina tvalit ar gnakho,

da sinamdisin chvens shvilishvilebs
chven ar davugdot ghirssakhsovari.
mashin tundats rom kidets dagshorde,
me imisatvis aras vinaghvleb,
radganats tsinad getsodineba

rom momigonebs me shvilishvili.
ghmertma gvikurtkhos chveni samshoblo,
ghmertma gvikurtkhos shtamomavali!
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patara sakvarelo, ei, patara sakvarelo, ei,
livliv, kalo sakvarelo,
liakho, vai tu da, liakho, ei delia raninao!

ristvis momikal guli?
an mome Cemi dana,
an gamomkevi tana,
galiashi gagzarde,

vit maisis bulbuli,

ise gachmevdi shakars,
rogorts kveli da puri.
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movdivart, mogvikharian,
mogesalmebit dzmurado,
gisurvebt gamardjvebasa
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movdivart mogvikharian.
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tsutisophlis stumrebi vart,
chven tsavalt da skhva darcheba,
tu ertmanets ar vakharebt,
amis meti ra shegvrcheba.

perkhuli chavabat, bicho, shen ki genatsvale!
vakhtang mephe ghmerts ukvarda, shen ki genatsvale!
ialbuzze phekhi shedga, shen ki genatsvale!

didma mtebma sheknes dreka, shen ki genatsvale!
akhla ki shemouarot, shen ki genatsvale!
mardjvnivats shemouarot, shen ki genatsvale!
marckhnivats chamouarot, shen ki genatsvale!

perkhuli chavabat, bicho, shen ki genatsvale!
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modi ak dadjek, kalo,
shari-shuri, shari-gogdi,
makoshia, shukur mako,
gogov shushanao!
refrain — ...

kargad damigde kuri,
refrain — ...

djer khoma khar patara,
refrain — ...

kargad mogtses dasturi,
refrain — ...

modi ak dadjek, kalo!
refrain — ...
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daigvianes, djer arsad schanan,
magram salamurs tu mohkres kuri,
andamaturi dzalit gamostsevs,
aketken mis guls khma utsnauri.

vin kvabulidze da vin metskhvare,
ik barshi kvela chemi tolebi,
mtrebshi vephkhvivit danavardoben,
da me ki tskhvarshi, ak vimalebi.

mere rogor dros, mashin, rodesats
skhva udidesi tsin gvidzevs vali,
magram es mokhda chem uneburad,
gultamkhilvelo, da ar makvs brali.

isini mtris siskhls ghvrian utskalod,
zizghit evsebat mriskhane guli,

me ki kalivit ak tsremlebs vaphrkvev
da sikvarulit midzgers glakh guli.
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tsasvla sdjobs tsarmavalisa,
ar dakovneba khanisa,
kotsna sdjobs tetri kalisa,
chakhveva shavgvremanisa.

patardzeulis tsikhesa
gamoitkhrian dzirsao,
gamoikvanen lamazsa,
tsremlit mobanen pirsao.
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ughmertod razed mtanjavo,
rats ghone mkonda, maszed mets
shens sasargeblod vkharjavo.

tsol-shvili damitovia,

ara makvs lukma sakhlshia,
mets kudi mkhuravs, katsi var!
nu gamomtskvitav khalkhshia.

esa stkva, tsiblam batonsa
tkvia esrola tavshia,

tviton ki gadaikarga,
tsol-shvili darcha sakhlshia.
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dzlier stiroda, dzlier stiroda,
ristvis stiroda? — mistvis stiroda.

kmari moukles, ristvis moukles? —
oblebi darchnen, mistvis stiroda.

dzlier stiroda, dzlier stiroda,
ristvis stiroda? — mistvis stiroda.
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gogiasa, gogiasa,
chavchavadzis gogiasa,
erti mrude vazi hkonda
nekerchkhalze agebuli,
isits kharma sheuchama,
darcha is tskaltsaghebuli.

khidistavsa da gors shua
erti mokvare mkvandao,
artsa ra me mivutane,
artsa ra imas hkondao,
mshieri gamomistumra,
misi ded-mama tskhondao.
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minda, vkhna kaneulia.

torolas maints ar movklav,
romts mkondes bevri tsamali.
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is aris kargi mamali.
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nanas getkvi, chemo patara.
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patara mtvareo,
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nanam gadzinao.
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mumli mukhasa gars ekhveoda,
mukha tsaiktsa, tskali dagubda
mumli daikhrcho, mukha gadarcha.
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shevkrat tsitel-tsiteli asi atasi,
pirad mzeman, tanad saroman.

samasi tavi stavra-atlasi
ukhvman, niadag miumtsdaroman.

samotsi tvali lal-iagundi
perad mart vita miumkhvdaroman.

katsi gagzavna vazirisasa.



7
vna - khe

365> - by
l_3_|
L~
o ——
gbo - by
vna-khe

1]

17 17
ke - b
cho - na
17
do - by
cho - na

30 - 9°8
17

vi - kav

30 - 953
vi - kav

1/

do - bob
cho - nas

17

o - bob

R T
cho - nas

77

0bo
Chona
vna - khe,

gbs> - by,

)
™

30 - O

ve - ra

)

1/

17

bo
na

s - dpg - 89 - o3
sa - rge - be - lits

&
Cho

Ad Libitum

)"
ol OO
A
il O

Y

e}

129

le

—

> -G - @y

a - ra

——

poxd

———
1/
gb> - by,
vna - khe,
O

1/
ra

(U

3d
ve

1/
lits

be

17

bs - @9 - 89 - @o@3
rge

©
&y [

sa
Vo
) O




130

= i . I -
{rs I i I ._P— — I -
ANIY I T
Y P ==
5
3 5 J
e
A ~ e
p” 4 Py ®
y 4 - L y 2 ® I |
[{an } Py I I T
Ul —
J J 6
e e
//—\
ra OEP= S O
-y O ©
7
L
> 4 O
y gt - - o
[{an }
Ul
o)
et e ' =
A A A /A /S A V A | 71
L S S AN AN S A YV 717 117 T
o) — === 1 7 7
5 S - @y-mo-bo do-@o-ms - by bo - Aoy - g30-gd 3o - @o - mo - by,
A-la-ta-sa ba-la-ta-sa cha-mo-vki-deb ka - la - ta - sa,
Ah\///—\\,
e O O O S
il O ©
7
L
S o . .
y 4 I | A 2
[dan } I A
Ul | |
—3— //‘,___\
L~ | e /.\ |
#@qq?qq:ﬁ:—# i L‘l@:
ey 7 7 17 171717 - T 72— 7 I T
ANIV A AN A A 4 1 4 14 L — 174 4 174 7 71717 r I 1
%) T T |4 v v |
Po-wn g-dmo yg39-d3bo Im -y, ©dg- @m0 dm-3399L do-Go-Jo-bo, 5 p
Ka-lo e-rti kve-rtskhi mo-me, Ghme - rti mo-gtsems ba-ra-ka-sa,
ra CERP=Y S S
)—o©o > @
7
—~
) — D > p
’;&b@&@'_—wm — ] o> p Lo,
{2y - — I — — I — | W‘?_‘—V—bﬁ_i—
% —
9 ’ ’ 3 3 o=@ - @y
e a-ra - le
0
" 4
7 4 - o o
[fan Y
Ul
//‘I__\
D O O S
OO ©
7
LS



pase

0

0

P

TN
e
T

@

[

18

y
M |
|
[ S—| p—| =0
A3V 1 &
Y v
)
Ea 1
I
| | '—P =0
ANIV4 | | | | ] e
.8) Imnm— o Inmme— |
)
~ -
)" (] (]
Y £
VA V]

@bsls 20959, Xearbs aboby,
) 390°3 ) 3°°%

5@ omolis, dogomsbs,
bodmgs0090 Jomomslbs,
dbgr\r)m, aémo dgaé@ko amaa,
©d9600 dog59dl domoobo.

gb ox0bo, s909e-gg0by,
Goliq 0daBore, dqb o 11Gobl
&1 29 gb 047Gl

chonas vikav, chona vnakhe,
sargebelits vera vnakhe.

alatasa, balatasa,
chamovkideb kalatasa,

kalo, erti kvertskhi mome,
ghmerti mogtsems barakasa.

es odjakhi, kedel-kutkhe,
kriste ghmerto, shen akurtkhe!
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visia, visia kali lamazi,
kalebshi, kalebshi ar ereoda.

visia, visia mtsvane karavi,

karvebshi, karvebshi ar ereoda.

visia, visia kali lamazi.
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harali, hari aralo,

arali, ari aralo,
tsutisopheli asea:

ghames dghe utenebia.
rats mtrobas dauktsevia,
sikvaruls ushenebia,
aghzevans tsaval marilze,
marils movitan brolsao,
djer dedas gadavekhvevi,
mere — shvilsa da tsolsao.
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gadi, gamodi, gutano,
ghirghitav, bani utkharo,
sakhnis-sakveto, gausvi,
rom kachachs dziri utkharo.

ert bed kvesha vart, labav, me da shen,

tsilad gvargunes shavi mitsa chven,
ertgulad vchimot chapani chveni,
usikharulod davliot dgheni.
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gushin shvidni gurdjanelni
sanadirod tsasulikvnen,

ik moeklat tetri takhi,

khortsi moemravlebina.

chven shvidta dzmata khevsurta
mtas mteri gadmogvekida,
shvidtav vesrolet shvid-shvidi
arts erti ar moekida.

esrola berma papama,

djikhvi rkit gadmoekida.
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val, tu da brdzana solomon,
brdzana solomon mepheman,
ushvelet, ushvelet,

ushvelet kvrivsa obolsa.

val, tu da brmas tvali,

brmas tvali,

brmas tvali aukhileto.
brdzana solomon.
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aphrinda kori, aphrinda,
aragvi chainadira,
mtskhetas daetsa dedalsa,
avchalas mtveri adina.
shashvi-kakabi sheibnen,
shashvi mgalobelio.
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